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04/ 29/ 2009 - The reporting agent and SA SIS DOcrartnent of
Honel and Security, U.S. Coast Guard Investigative Service, Chicago

Resident O fice, conducted a voluntary interview of BIISIHINGEGEE

former Service Director for the Village of Crestwood, Illinois, pursuant
to the service of a federal search warrant at the Village of Crestwood,
I'l'linois.

DETAI LS

On Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at approxi mately 0915CST, the reporting
agent and (IS Srcci al Agent, Department of Honeland Security,
U. S. Coast Guard Investigative Service, Chicago Resident Ofice,

conducted a voluntary interview of SIS forner Service

Director for the Village of Crestwood. The interview was conducted at
the residence of S 'ocated at [DINISHEEEEE C cst wood,
Illinois 60445, and was concurrent with the service of a federal search
warrant at the Village of Crestwood.

Narre: [
DB DN
Addr ess: (IR
Crestwood, Illinois 60445
'L DLN: [
(H DR
(O IS

DINIES statedi@l] was the Service Director for the Village of Crestwood
from 1981 to 2005. In that role,[|Jjj describedifjjj duties as being a

I iai son between the mayor and trustees and the various Village
departments. He al so handl ed non-police type conplaints. [gjjcurrently
acts as a paid consultant for the Village, in which [@jprepares its

mont hly newsl etter, The Crestwood Advi sor.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA.
It is the property of the EPA and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

OCE Form 008( 3/98) Original: Case File Copy: SAC Office Copy: HQ Page 1 of 4



United States Environmental Protection Agency
Criminal Investigation Division

Case Number Investigative Activity Report

0500- 0614

According to (SIS the Village's drinking water well was used as an
extra source of water, i.e.: for drought periods, supplenenting fire
fighting efforts and al so conserving the anmount of Chicago water that the
Village was purchasing.( | di d not know why nore well water was
not used in place of water purchased fromAlsip, if it was an effort to
conserve funds. [Jjal so nmentioned it was a matter of practicing water
conservation during the sumrer nonths, but it was used year round.
EINISEs:i d that they did not think they were doing anything wong.
EINISEc <! ai ned that there was a tiner installed on the well.
However, what the settings were for the tiner, . did not know. The
meter would tell the punp to increase or decrease the anount of well
wat er to punp.

BINIS said that nonthly sanples were sent out for analysis, which

al ways showed that the water was good. [Jjfurther explained that the
wat er sent for analysis was the commi ngl ed water, which consisted of well
water m xed with water purchased from Al sip. They did not individually
test the well water. (SIS sai d that they “tested the whol e pot of
stew, not each vegetable.” ({8l di d not know what percentage of well
water was nmixed with the water purchased fromAlsip. The well was used
every nmonth, but generally nore in the summer nonths. [SISESHd d say
that the coormingling of well water with Alsip water was “not routine.”
EDIGIS could not recall the Illinois EPA |abeling the well as

contam nated in 1985. [f@jalso did not recall the Illinois EPA advising
the Village not to use the well in 1985. [ said it was recently brought
to [@lattention, and [ saw it in the newspapers. [ found out |ast
Thur sday, because ] was on a cruise out of the country and returned

t hen.

BINIE stated [[@Qvwas not the one who determ ned when they used the well
water or not. |t was out of - hands. The mayor, _
directed the activities. [N did not know how the mayor knew when
to run the well. _, wat er operator for the Village, received
B i nstructions fromthe mayor. The only directions (S8 vwould
receive directly froniSSJiSl vere service type requests. [|f the mayor
told (DS to get the well running, @ wuld tell DIISHE OINEH
did not receive the “punpage” reports fromthe well. [Ejknew the well
was being used, but it was not sonething [[Jjjwas concentrating on.
According to (SIS You could not taste the well water mixed with the
Al sip water.

EINIE said that the use of the well was not sonething that the Village
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was trying to covertly use. They took readings at the punp house every
day of the well when it was operating. The Village was al so not open
with the fact that it was not using the well. It was not hidden, but the
Village was not open with it either. DS so said it was comon
know edge anong the citizens of Crestwood that comm ngling was being
done. Furthernore, the contam nation of the well was never an issue that
BDINEE veos avare of . [[DINESHE2 so said that [ never took a call that
B can recall over the quality concerns of the drinking water. (SIS
did not know when the Village started conm ngling water. Sonmewhere al ong
t he Iine,- heard it was an acceptabl e practi ce, but- cannot recall
from whom @] heard this.

BINIES veos famliar with the federally mandated consumer confidence
reports. [(DISENsa d @ put the consumer confidence report in the
Village newsl etter, The Crestwood Advisor, and that it had to be
published by the 1st of July. [SIESHN statedi@ j ust published it, and
did not understand it. (SIS 2 DI oot together
and put the consuner confidence report together.( | sa @ ves
unaware of the various differences in regul ations between city water and
ground wat er.

Wth regard to nonthly operating reports (MORs) or nonthly nonitoring
reports (MVRs), [(BIESII s2i d @) wes also famliar with them but had
nothing to do with them According to (SIS OIS had to file the
MORs because [f§f] had a class C license. Either (SIS o' BHR
EINISE 2nother class C operator for the Village, probably took
sanples for the MORs.( | Le!ieved that the records were probably
kept at the Village Hall.( JJjj said that the sanples that were collected
for analysis were sent back satisfactorily, which [fjsaid was included in
a report that the Water Department prepared for the trustee of the Water
Depart mrent , [ISJESII 2nd discussed at Village neetings. These reports

were prepared by (NN

I nsof ar as the naintenance of the water distribution system was
concerned, (S sai d either the Public Wrks Departnment or private
contractors perforned mai ntenance work. |t depended upon the job.
DN said [@@had a list of three or four contractors lined up. This

included DS (out of Asip), IS Construction (Alsip), M
Pl unbi ng (Crestwood) and Defoggio Plumbing. The Village Engi neer for a

long time, according to (SIS °s DI £noi neers &

Associ ates, up until 2000. Then the Village went through several other

engi neers before going with (IS 1o neers.
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BINIE said it was possibl effjj was present during inspections by the
I'llinois EPA. [@jjhas no reason to believe now that bad water was
distributed to the Village. In fact, someone read to [ recently a
statenent fromthe Illinois EPA stating that the Village was not at risk.
EINIESN said @i s not concerned with the quality of the drinking
water. [ hopes that is the case. In retrospect, (S does not know
if they should have comringled the water. |f they did wong, then they
did wong. At this tine, (SIS s2 d. @i s just as confused as
everyone else with the information that is going around. [EIESIN said
BNis just telling us what [ knows. [said @] does not really recall
being told by the mayor not to tell anyone that the Village was not using
the well. (SN 2! so denied ever telling anyone not to say anything
about the well. Wen asked why sonmeone woul d nake such an accusati on

agai nst S BDIGESE s2id @ did not know.
BIBIS | s concerned about[{§i] exposure, very concerned. [DISISHENsai d

that@j] has been a part of the adm nistration and the comm ngling of the
drinking water went on, it went on whenffjj was there, and thereforejfg is
a part of it. Again, (SIS sa d @ did not feel they were doing wong,
nowWigl does not know. The Village workers tol dijiJSl t hey were trying
to find a letter from 1985 whi ch showed they could not use the well. The
Village has not been able to find such a notice to cease and desi st,
except a letter from 2007, with which the Village conplied. According to
BINE the Village would not hide anything. [BINESHEs2a d @ has not
been involved in any di scussions about the drinking water since it has
come to the forefront.

According to Sl the City of Chicago has increased its water rates
14% and 13% respectively over the last few years. The Village adds a
small margin of nmark-up on the water to run its operations. The Water
Departnent did not have any noney difficulties. The Water Depart nent
operated off of a separate bond and the Village could not comingl e water
monies with other nonies. It was a stand al one operation. The Village
receives nmost of its revenue from sal es taxes, state incone taxes, and
real estate taxes nostly fromcomercial sources, there are over 500
busi nesses in town. The sal es taxes have been quite strong, except
recently, which enables the Village to give tax refunds to virtually all
resi dents.
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